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The 5 W Approach to Bible Study 

Who is speaking, present, questioning, etc. 

What is happening including special occasion 

When time of day, year 

Where  does it take place-what country, village, environment 

Why Why is this story included?  This begs 1 more what question:   

 Why do I need to understand this?  

 

The SOAP Method 

Scripture 

 Write down the passage reference. I try not to make it more than 10 verses. 

Observation 

 What is going on? Where are they? Where is this in the timeline? Paint the picture in quick 

 phrases or words as if you are standing there looking at what is developing. 

Application 

 Write it down.  What do you need to learn? More patience or compassion? Who God is? What 

 worship is for. What difference can this make in your life as you become more like Christ? 

Prayer 

 This is where we make the choice between allowing what we’ve studied to become head 

 knowledge or heart knowledge.  I ask the Holy Spirit to guide me into God’s Truth for me. I 

 confess my need. I agree with the Holy Spirit’s description of my need.  I let go of whatever 

 might keep me from applying it.  Sometimes it’s a short prayer.  Sometimes it takes more time 

 than the study took. 

 

Inductive Bible Study 

This is a study method that encourages you to come to scripture without preconceived ideas about what 

it says.  By studying the scripture word by word, phrase by phrase, situation by situation, you try to 

“take in” as much information about a passage or book to find the principles and instructions to apply to 

life. I do it through a series of questions, not always in this order.  

 What is the historical background? 

 What key words or ideas are repeated and enlarged? 

 Define words.  Be specific. 

 What word meanings and Hebrew (Old Testament) or Greek (New Testament) meanings help? 

 Look up word definitions. 

 How could I title a group of verses about a subject? 

 Compare other translations to find which words could have different interpretations. 

 Where else does the Bible talk about this? Look up cross references! 

 What questions do I have about this passage?  Where can I find the answers? 

 What are my insights?  What are my take-away principles? 

 How will I apply what I have learned? 

This study method often takes more than 1 day even for a short passage.   



Navigators has a pdf you can download about an Inductive Bible Study method. 

 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-inductive-bible-study.pdf 

 

Personalizing Scripture 

 When something from the Bible truly grabs my heart, I often rewrite that verse with my name 

 in, as if God is talking directly to me in that moment. I find this helps me remember the scripture 

 throughout the day and week. 

 Example: 

 Debbie, you don’t have any reason to be stressed and worried.  Instead, start thanking God for 

 what He has already done so that when you present your requests, you are confident God

 knows what to do. (Philippians 4:6) 

 

Where do I get more information? 

Bible Gateway is a good free online source. www.biblegateway.com   

I keep my NIV Study Bible close. 

I have favorite online commentaries (through Logos Bible software) that I refer to AFTER I have 

done some initial study.   

 

 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-inductive-bible-study.pdf
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