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Second Week of Advent:  

Sunday, December 4 

Waiting for Worship 

The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Matthew 25:1 

You know the story of the wise wedding attendants and the 

foolish ones. It is the story of living prepared or carelessly. It is a 

good story to review this second Sunday of Advent because at 

Advent, we are like the wedding guests who wait. 

At Advent, we are like  

the wedding guests who wait. 
 

The ready ones carried lamps with enough oil to find their way 

to the groom and share the celebration. The not-ready ones 

missed the groom.  

Each Sunday of Advent, we get to practice for this sure-to-come 

wedding. If we’re honest, some Sundays, we aren’t as ready as 

others.  

We need this time of reflection, soul-cleaning, priority-

reordering. It is a rehearsal for the Great Wedding coming at the 

end of this age. Worship reorients our heart, settles our  

 

 

 

soul, and empowers us. Since God already knows what we will 

need in our week, we come ready to receive what God wants to 

supply. 

Worship reorients our heart, 

settles our soul and empowers us. 
 

Each Sunday of Advent helps us review the story to remind us of 

the main message: God sent Jesus to make us ready for a second 

Advent. Now is our time to be the prepared guests ready for the 

bridegroom. Worship helps us wait. 

 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• Enter this second Sunday of Advent with a 

ready heart instead of anything that keeps 

you distracted. 

• Treat worship as privilege, and the antidote to 

this season of excess. 

• Remember, Jesus expects to meet you in 

worship. Do you expect to meet him there, too? 
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Second Week of Advent:  

Monday, December 5 

No Time for Neutral 

I know . . . that you are neither cold nor hot. 

Revelation 3:15 
 

Neutral sounds safe, but it isn’t. Besides, there is no neutral in 

Christianity. Jesus made that clear. It is an all-in call. Think about 

it. Fisherman left a boat full of fish to follow Jesus. Matthew left 

a cushy job of skimming money to fill his pockets. Nothing 

neutral there. 

There is no neutral in Christianity. 
 

Christmas reminds us that God didn’t play the neutral card 

about us, either. He voted unreservedly for us when He sent 

Jesus. Jesus came into the world to challenge lukewarm 

commitment. “Neither hot or cold,” God cried with a broken 

heart. There’s no relationship in neutral. 

God sent His whole heart to us in Jesus. He set all His divine 

character into flesh and blood. He risked everything with this 

vote. Risked misunderstanding. Risked rejection. Risked that His 

all-in vote for us wouldn’t budge the world’s self-centered 

unraveling with any more success than the prophets had 

experienced. 

Love, pure selfless love, is never neutral. 

The best way to welcome Jesus this Christmas is with confession 

and repentance. When you agree that God’s vote for you is your 

only hope in this broken world (confession), and you turn away 

from anything that would make you neutral about God’s vote 

(repentance); you leave the lie of neutrality to experience the 

unfailing love of God.  

Pure selfless love is never neutral. 

Christmas is God’s vote for us. All He wants for Christmas is that 

we give our life back to Him without a hint of neutrality. Can we 

give Him the only gift He wants?  

 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• Write “All in” on a sticky note or index card. 

Place it where you see it every morning.  

• Do you end the two words with a question 

mark or exclamation point? 

• Today, how can you vote for God as strongly 

as He voted for you? 
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\Second Week of Advent:  

Tuesday, December 6 

Something Better 

God had planned something better. Hebrew 11:40 

Christmas is the story of our rescue. Left to our own self-rule, 

we camouflage our need for a Savior. We become content with 

our best options as we understand them. 

But God planned something better. He planned an eternal 

opening to Heaven through Jesus. God cleared the first path to 

us. He sent Jesus to expose legalism, call out hypocrisy, reveal 

self-centeredness, and demonstrate a love people didn’t know 

how to handle while doing it.  

Christmas is the story of our rescue. 

God planned something better. He established His strength in us 

so we wouldn’t substitute a try-harder frenzy. He made us rich 

in Christ so we wouldn’t make anything else our passion. 

God planned something better to help us know our way home. 

Home is where Jesus is. The stable was his first home. Egypt 

came next. A campsite between preaching points became his 

home during three years of ministry. Jesus knows how to make 

his home in out-of-ordinary places. He especially wants to make 

his home in us in a transforming way. 

God planned something better for us at Christmas. It is better 

than all our decorating and parties can deliver. His better Word 

is Jesus. His better celebration begins in our heart.  

Where we feel depleted, lost or overwhelmed, that’s where 

God’s better works overtime to renew, welcome, or empower. 

Where we know loss, disease, or worry, that’s where God’s 

better comforts, heals, or frees to give us what this life cannot. 

We need God’s better at Christmas because anything else is a 

poor substitute. God loves us so much that He weeps when 

Christmas turns into our celebration instead of His gift. 

God . . . weeps when we turn Christmas  

into our celebration rather than His gift. 

 

To enjoy the best Christmas ever, open His gift early. Let God’s 

something better infuse your Christmas with His holy love to 

empower you through a season that sometimes has too little of 

Him in it. 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• Am I settling for the best I can do for 

Christmas or the something better God can 

provide? 

• Look for the something better God wants to 

add in little ways. Live your gratitude. 
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Second Week of Advent:  

Wednesday, December 7 

Waiting for Jesus 

The people were all waiting expectantly . . . Luke 3:15 
 
Advent reminds us that we are waiting for more than 
December 25. We are waiting for the world to be made right. 
We are waiting for an end to disease and dysfunction. We 
are waiting for more than easier or better or normal. 
 
But are we waiting for Jesus? 
 
Sometimes, we feel like we are waiting for something that 
isn’t coming. That’s dangerous because it tricks us into filling 
our waiting with our own activities.  
 
But what if we have the wrong idea about waiting? What if we 

took another approach?  

What if we have the wrong idea  

about waiting? 

 

What if waiting brought the image of a waiter bringing food 
to your table? What if we become servers in our waiting? 
Then, our waiting has a bigger purpose. 
 

Serving leads with kindness, something our world needs a lot 
more of. Serving meets someone else’s needs before or 
instead of our own. Serving has Jesus’ DNA all over it. 
 
 
 
What if we become waiters for Jesus? What if we serve 
mercy to someone who has received very little. What if we 
served forgiveness to those who have hurt us? What if our 
serving looks like the way Jesus served? 
 
Let’s be waiters for Jesus this Christmas. Let’s start with our 
families and wait on them. Then, let’s take our waiting 
outside of our home to grocery store lines and cashiers and 
into our places of work or study. Let’s stop making waiting 
about something we want and make waiting about what 
Jesus wants from us. Wouldn’t that fill our waiting with more 
Christmas anyway? 
 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• Who needs your wait-service? Pray about it. 

Write down two names. Decide how Jesus 

would serve them. 

• Pray about a way to serve neighbors or your 

community. Do it with your family or a 

friend. 

• How does active service change your waiting 

time? 
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Second Week of Advent: 

Thursday, Decembers 8  

Heart Recognition 

Though he was in the world . . . the world did not recognize 
him. John 1:10 

 
The saddest part of the Christmas story is how many didn’t 
recognize the gift God sent them. Numbed by their own 
interpretations, shaped by their own culture, calloused by 
their own wounds; they saw Jesus as an itinerant preacher 
who was duping the mindless masses. 
 
It is just as sad today. Christmas with its traditions and 
excesses is a good cover to keep someone from recognizing 
Jesus. 
 
We bear some of that guilt. We have plunged head over 
Christmas lights without letting God prepare our hearts first. 
We want Christmas. We really do. But it’s so easy to start at 
the wrong place. 
 

We have plunged head over Christmas lights 

without letting God prepare our hearts first. 

 
 
 
God always starts in the heart. The heart is the place where 
who you are doesn’t hide, even when you try to cover it up.  

 
When I let God investigate my heart, dig around in my 
closets, address my wounds, bear my griefs; I open my eyes 
and heart to Jesus. I acknowledge His nudges. I hear His 
whisper. I follow His point. I obey Hm with my heart. 
 
Let’s welcome Jesus into our heart first and all we do at 
Christmas will reflect that He is home where He belongs. 
Then, everything else fits into the right place as well.  

 

 
Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• As you prepare your home for Christmas, pay 

attention to your heart. The right balance 

always makes room for Jesus in everything. 

• Pray a welcome prayer to Jesus. Invite him to 

every plan and activity. 

• Take some Jesus-breaks throughout the day. 

Look for where he is working in yourself, 

your family, or your friends. 
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Second Week of Advent:  

Friday, December 9 

Getting Up Again 

What I do is put new spirit in them,  
get them up and on their feet again. 

Isaiah 57:15b, The Message 

 
I know firsthand that Christmas is a time when loss inundates 
with a fresh wave of grief. This is our sixth Christmas without 
Lisa and her absence often surrounds me. But it’s not just 
me. I shared a hug with a wife who lost her husband too 
recently for Christmas to be all joy and celebration. 
 
Death isn’t the only loss people experience at Christmas. I 
volunteer for a jobseekers’ ministry at our church. I look into 
the eyes of people who feel vulnerable in today’s 
unpredictable job market. I feel their anxiety.  
 
Maybe you are one of the joyless at Christmas because of 
some loss or reversal in your life. This message is for you: 
God sent Jesus to help you get on your feet again. 

 

God sent Jesus to help you  

get on your feet again!  

 
It is the best message for Christmas. It’s why my nativity 
scene includes a beggar. I didn’t understand the inclusion of 
this pitiful figure among the ivory glazed figurines. He was 

everything the other figures were not. He was sad and 
desperate and pleading just like so many today. 
 
Follow Jesus through the Gospels and who does he look for? 
The ones who hurt. The ones who have lost something they 
can’t find. The ones who have worked all night with no 
results. The ones who can’t get up. 
 
Jesus came to help people get up on their feet. And not just 
to feel better about something bad. Not just to be more 
positive about pain.  
 
Where do you or someone you love struggle to get up and 
back into life the way God intended? This Christmas message 
is for you so be first in line to receive it. Jesus came to get 
you back on your feet. It will be His way and His time, but it 
will last longer than anything you can do without Him. 
 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• What burdens your heart? Jesus offers to 

carry your burdens. Let him. 

• Where do you need to hear Jesus tell you that 

your loss matters? Listen until you do. 

•  If “getting up” starts in your heart, how will 

you recognize Jesus reaching out to you? 
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Second Week of Advent:  

Saturday, December 10 

The Lord is With You 

The angel said to [Mary], “The Lord is with you.” Luke 1:28b 

The unnoticed visitor surprised Mary in the middle of her 

routine. His message began with exactly what she needed to 

hear before she received her life-changing news. It was simply, 

“The Lord is with you.” 

This wasn’t just a hi-how-are-you or a throw-away conversation 

starter. This was an empowering statement. This same angel 

had told Gideon, the same thing. What role or mission is 

impossible if “The Lord is with you!” 

We need this message at Christmas. Too often we ask God to 

bless our misguided plans and ideas. Instead, we need to sit with 

this message until we know its Truth. This is God standing in 

front us, making eye contact, and sharing the message that goes 

to the most wounded place in our heart . . . The Lord is with you. 

Too many times we ask God  

to bless our misguided plans and ideas. 
 

Do your shoulders relax a little when you take this message in? 

Does it help you release a little more worry? About your kids? 

About your future? About anything that has perplexed or 

depleted you? 

The Lord is with you! God won’t bless your stress! Instead, he 

helps you re-prioritize. Whatever he asks you to do, he 

empowers you to do it so that something is better when you 

obey. 

God won’t bless your stress! 

We need this message at Christmas just as desperately as Mary 

needed it. Let it be the ribbon God wraps around your heart to 

keep you tied to Him.  

I’ll say it again for all of us unlikely servants, The Lord is with 

you! Let’s live like it! 

 

Let Every Heart Prepare . . .  

• Make a Quiet Circle where you can stay until 

you hear and know this message: “The Lord is 

with you!” 

• Start every day remembering this important 

gift. 

• Anytime worry and stress attempts to rob 

your peace, repeat this message as your 

redemptive truth. 


